Biology of chronic myelogenous leukemia.
This article reviews the biology of chronic myelogenous leukemia (CML) and its effect on the process of hematopoiesis. The relevance of the BCR-ABL fusion protein as well as murine models are also discussed. CML has been studied more extensively than any other malignancy, yet the correlation between the clinical symptoms of chronic phase CML and the BCR-ABL oncoprotein is poorly understood. Insights from recent efforts both to develop a good in vivo animal model and to characterize the effect of the BCR-ABL oncoprotein on relevant signal molecules may lead to a better understanding of the pathophysiology of chronic phase CML and, thereby, to the development of targeted therapeutic approaches.